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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is in response to a communication made on October 4, 2001 . 
The Declaration was received on December 14, 2001. 
The Information Disclosure Statement was received on March 24, 2004. 
Claims 1-47 are pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-2, 5-8, 17-18, 21-24, 33, 35-37, 39, and 42-47 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ciarlante (6594819). 

Regarding claims 1 and 17, Ciarlante discloses a method for software 
deployment in a data communications network (Column 2, lines 18-25) that 
comprises an Initiator having an address (Column 3, line 67 - Column 4, line 4), a 
Service Provider (Column 3, lines 53 - 57), and at least one Peer having an address 
(Column 4, lines 44 - 46), the method comprising the steps of: sending a service 
request comprising the address of the at least one Peer from the Initiator to the Service 
Provider (Column 4, lines 38 - 50); sending an invitation for the service from the 
Service Provider to the at least one Peer (Column 4, lines 51 - 53); if the at least one 
Peer accepts the service, sending an accept service message from the at least one 
Peer to the Service Provider (Column 4, lines 53 - 55); building by the Service Provider 
the software for the service; distributing by the Service Provider the software to the 
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Initiator and the Peer; installing the software by the Initiator; installing the software by 
the at least one Peer; and initiating the service (Column 8, lines 26 - 41 ). 

Regarding claim 33, Ciarlante discloses an Initiator of software deployment in a 
data communications network (Column 3, line 67 - Column 4, line 4) that further 
comprises a Service Provider (Column 3, lines 53 - 57), and at least one Peer having 
an address (Column 4, lines 44 - 46), the Initiator comprising: a communication unit 
that: sends a service request comprising the address of the at least one Peer to the 
Service Provider (Column 4, lines 38 - 50); and receives the software for the service 
from the Service Provider; and a processing unit that: installs the software (Column 8, 
lines 26-41). 

Regarding claim 39, Ciarlante discloses a Peer in software deployment in a data 
communications network (Column 4, lines 44 - 46) that further comprises an Initiator 
(Column 3, line 67 - Column 4, line 4) and a Service Provider (Column 3, lines 53 - 
57), wherein the Peer comprises: a communication unit that: receives an invitation from 
the Service Provider (Column 4, lines 51 - 53); sends an accept service message to 
the Service Provider (Column 4, lines 53 - 55); and receives software from the Service 
Provider; and a processing unit that: installs the software (Column 8, lines 26 - 41). 

Regarding claim 42, Ciarlante discloses a Service Provider for software 
deployment in a data communications network (Column 3, lines 53 - 57), the network 
further comprising an Initiator (Column 3, line 67 - Column 4, line 4) and at least one 
Peer having an address (Column 4, lines 44 - 46), the Service Provider comprising: a 
communication unit that: receives a service request comprising the address of the at 
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least one Peer from the Initiator (Column 4, lines 44 - 46); sends an invitation to the at 
least one Peer (Column 4, lines 51 - 53); receives an accept service message from the 
at least one Peer (Column 4, lines 51 - 53); and distributes the software to the Initiator 
and the at least one Peer; and a processing unit that: builds the software for the 
service (Column 8, lines 26 - 41 ). 

Regarding claims 2, 18, and 43, Ciarlante discloses that prior to the step of 
sending an invitation from the Service Provider to the at least one Peer, the step of 
registering by the Service Provider the service request (Column 3, line 65 - Column 4, 
line 4). 

Regarding claims 5, 21 , 35, and 44, Ciarlante discloses the steps of: selecting by 
the Initiator a service; sending an interface request relating to the selected service from 
the Initiator to the Service Provider; sending the requested interface from the Service 
Provider to the Initiator; and preparing by the Initiator a service request using the 
interface (Column 3, lines 60 - 64). 

Regarding claims 6, 22, and 45, Ciarlante discloses the step of authenticating by 
the Service Provider the interface request (Column 4, lines 4 - 9). 

Regarding claims 7, 23, 36, and 46, Ciarlante discloses the steps of: terminating 
the service; and sending a final accounting message from the Initiator to the Service 
Provider (Column 4, lines 51 - 62). 

Regarding claims 8, 24, 37, and 47, Ciarlante discloses the step of sending at 
least one interim accounting message from the Initiator to the Service Provider 
(Column 4, lines 51 - 62). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3-4, 9-10, 19-20, 25-26, 34, 38, and 40-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Ciarlante in view of Cheng (6151643). 

Regarding claims 3, 19, and 34, Ciarlante does not explicitly indicate the step of 
authenticating the software by the Initiator. Cheng discloses a system for installing 
software on a computer system or many computer systems that includes the teaching 
of authenticating the software (Column 4, lines 1 - 6). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use Cheng's 
teaching and having the computer system authenticate the software in order to protect 
from corruption and computer viruses (Column 4, lines 1 - 6). 

Regarding claims 4, 20, and 40, Ciarlante does not explicitly indicate the step of 
authenticating the software by the at least one Peer. Cheng discloses a system for 
installing software on a computer system or many computer systems that includes the 
teaching of authenticating the software (Column 4, lines 1 - 6). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use 
Cheng's teaching and having the computer system authenticate the software in order to 
protect from corruption and computer viruses (Column 4, lines 1 - 6). 
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Regarding claims 9, 25, and 38, Ciarlante does not explicitly indicate the step of 
removing by the Initiator the software. Cheng discloses a system for installing software 
on a computer system or many computer systems that includes allowing the user to 
remove the installed software if so desired (Column 5, lines 16-17). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
allow the user to remove installed software on their system in Ciarlante's system in 
order to "undo" the changes to the system in case of undesired results or if the 
software is no longer necessary (Column 3, lines 58 - 63). 

Regarding claims 10, 26, and 41, Ciarlante does not explicitly indicate the step of 
removing by the Peer the software. Cheng discloses a system for installing software 
on a computer system or many computer systems that includes allowing the user to 
remove the installed software if so desired (Column 5, lines 16-17). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
allow the user to remove installed software on their system in Ciarlante's system in 
order to "undo" the changes to the system in case of undesired results or if the 
software is no longer necessary (Column 3, lines 58 - 63). 

Claims 11-16 and 27-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ciarlante in view of Saito (6275941). 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 27, Ciarlante discloses that the interface request 
comprises: the address of the Initiator (Column 7, line 44); a unique identifier for the 
interface request (Column 7, lines 43-45); an indication of the requested service 
(Column 4, lines 42 - 44), but does not indicate a random number to be used for 
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authentication; and an electronic signature that authenticates the Initiator to the Service 
Provider. Saito discloses an improved way of authenticating a user in service provider 
that includes using a random number (Column 16, lines 13-20) and an electronic 
signature (Column 5, lines 21 - 24). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to use Saito's teaching of improved 
security management in Ciarlante's system in order to have the improved security of a 
electronic certificate or signature, while maintaining a user id and password 
configuration (Column 1, lines 41 -53). 

Regarding claims 13 and 29, the combination of Ciarlante and Saito discloses 
that the interface comprises: the unique identifier from the Interface Request (Ciarlante, 
Column 7, lines 43-45); the requested service interface (Ciarante, Column 4, lines 42 
-44); a random value (Saito, Column 16, lines 13-20); a key (Saito, Column 3, lines 
38 - 52); an electronic signature that authenticates the Service Provider to the Initiator 
(Saito, Column 5, lines 21 - 24). 

Regarding claims 14 and 30, the combination of Ciarlante and Saito discloses 
that the service request comprises: the unique identifier in the interface request 
(Ciarlante, Column 7, lines 43 - 45); a unique identifier for the service request 
(Ciarlante, Column 7, lines 43 - 45); an identification of the requested service 
(Ciarlante, Column 4, lines 40 - 44); an electronic signature that authenticates the 
Initiator to the Service Provider (Saito, Column 5, lines 21 - 24); and a list of at least 
one Peer, for each Peer comprising: the address of the Peer (Column 9, lines 31 - 36); 
a notification describing the service (Ciarlante, Column 8, lines 35-41); an identifier of 
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the Initiator; the key from the interface; and an electronic signature that authenticates 
the Initiator (Column 9, lines 36-49). 

Regarding claims 16 and 32, the combination of Ciarlante and Saito discloses 
the invitation comprises: a unique identifier for the invitation (Ciarlante, Column 7, lines 
43 - 45); the identification of the offered service with the configuration options 
(Ciarlante, Column 4, lines 25 - 36); an interface; the address of the Initiator; the 
identifier of the Initiator (Ciarlante, Column 7, lines 43 - 45); information about who the 
Initiator is and what the service is (Ciarlante, Column 7, lines 43 - 50); the key from the 
interface (Saito, Column 3, lines 38 - 52); and an electronic signature authenticating 
the Initiator to the at least one Peer (Saito, Column 5, lines 21 - 24). 

Regarding claims 12 and 28, Ciarlante discloses that the indication of the 
requested service comprises options relevant for the presentation of the requested 
service (Column 8, lines 35 - 41 ). 

Regarding claims 15 and 31, Ciarlante discloses that the identification of the 
requested service comprises configuration options (Column 4, lines 25 - 36). 

Prior Art 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. 

U. S. Patent No. 6202206 issued to Dean, because it discloses simultaneous 
installation of software. 

U. S. Patent No. 6564261 issued to Gudjonsson, because it discloses peers 
accepting service invites and installing software plug-ins. 
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U. S. Patent No. 5835911 issued to Nakagawa, because it discloses the 
deployment of software and user authentication. 

U. S. Patent No. 6212557 issued to Oran, because it discloses installing software 
on distributed devices. 

U. S. Patent No. 5535276 issued to Ganesan, because discloses using digital 
signatures, security keys, and random numbers to authenticate users. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kevin Bates whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3980. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on (571 ) 272-3978. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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